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May 6, 2003 
 
Dear Members of the U.S. Congress: 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, urge your support for the Concurrent Resolution, introduced by 
Senator Tom Harkin and Representative Tom Lantos, calling for the Unites States of America to take a 
leadership role in the United Nations’ efforts to develop a UN Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.  
 
People with disabilities are the most common victims of human rights abuses everywhere in the world.  
By taking a leadership role, the United States continues its commitment to the full inclusion of people 
with disabilities in all aspects of society. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rosangela Berman-Bieler,  
President 

 
John D. Kemp, Treasurer 

United States International Council on Disabilities 
 
 Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago 

ADA Watch/National Coalition for Disability Rights 
American Association of People with Disabilities 
American Association on Mental Retardation 
American Council of the Blind 
American Counseling Association 
American Music Therapy Association 
Amputee Coalition of America 
Association of Tech Act Projects 
Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law 
Center for International Rehabilitation 
Center for Women Policy Studies 
Council of Citizens with Low Vision International  
Disability Funders Network 
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Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF) 
Epilepsy Foundation 
GTP Industries 
HalfthePlanet Foundation 
ILRU at TIRR  
Independent Living Center of the Hudson Valley, Inc. 
Iowa Protection and Advocacy Services, Inc. 
Landmine Survivors Network 
Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, Chicago, IL 
Mental Disability Rights International 
Mental Health Client Action Network of Santa Cruz, CA 
National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium 
National Association of the Deaf 
National Mental Health Association 
National Organization on Disability 
New York Association of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services, Inc. 
Not Dead Yet 
TASH 
The Abilities Fund 
The Arc of the United States 
The Associated Blind, Inc. 
The Disability Grapevine Online Newspaper 
The National Disability Party 
The National Down Syndrome Society 
The National Recreation and Park Association 
The New York Organization for Human Rights & Against Psychiatric Assault 
Self Help for Hard of Hearing People SHHH 
The Sierra Group 
United Cerebral Palsy 
Voices of Change 
Whirlwind Wheelchair International 
World Institute on Disability 
World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry 

 
 
 


